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SAUDI WOMEN Prepare to GET BEHIND THE WHEEL in June

THEIR JOURNEY Over the PAST YEAR
PARIS - RIYADH, 14.05.2018, 11:02 Time

USPA NEWS - On September 26, 2017, Saudi Arabia lifted the Country's Longstanding Prohibition on Women Motorists that had
been in place since 1990. The Royal Decree, which will not only give Women the Right to Mobility but will also reduce Unemployment
Rates in the Country, is set to take Effect by June of this Year.

On September 26, 2017, Saudi Arabia lifted the Country's Longstanding Prohibition on Women Motorists that had been in place since
1990. The Royal Decree, which will not only give Women the Right to Mobility but will also reduce Unemployment Rates in the
Country, is set to take Effect by June of this Year.

This Landmark Decision is seen as part of Ambitious Reforms under the Kingdom's Vision 2030, spearheaded by Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman. Vision 2030, which is focused on diversifying Saudi Arabia's Economy and steering it away from its
Dependence on Oil Revenues, stands on a number of Pillars including Youth Empowerment, Social Organization, and Women's
Empowerment.

AboutHer.com, an online lifestyle Portal dedicated to Women living in the Arab Region, has been documenting the Progress and
Preparations of Saudi Women over the Last Few Months as the Official day to take to the Road approaches.

In October, the Portal reported that rescinding the Decades-Old Ban will essentially open the Kingdom's Auto Market to about half of
its over 30 Million Population, giving the Sector a Significant Boost, as well as reducing the Need for Ride-Hailing Apps such as Dubai-
Based Careem and American-Based Uber.

On the Other Hand, these Ride-Sharing Apps are also set to benefit from the New Decree in a Different Way ““ by recruiting a New
Pool of Female Drivers for its Car-Hire Service, for instance. Uber has already launched a "Female Partner Support Center" to enable
Women to join the Company, while Careem launched a Series of 90-Minute Sessions in Riyadh, Jeddah, and Al Khobar, targeting
Saudi Women with valid Driving Licenses acquired while abroad. Those who complete the Training Sessions receive a Certificate that
acts as a Guarantee that they have Officially joined Careem's Team.

Car Manufacturers are also expecting to benefit from the Increased Mobility of Saudi Women. Last year, Toyota began looking into the
Feasibility of Local Production, while Nissan Motor Co. and Hyundai have been studying the Possibility of opening Plants in the
Kingdom.

AboutHer.com has also reported on the Various Preparations being taken by Kingdom, including the setting up of Driving Schools and
Courses across Saudi Arabia.

The General Department of Traffic and King Abdul Aziz University (KAU) announced that a Women-Only Driving School would be
established in Jeddah by June, and Princess Nourah University, the World's Largest Female-Only University, announced its plans to
set up a Driving School for Women, hailed as a First for the Kingdom. Earlier this year, the University began calling for Applications for
Women Driving Instructors, inviting both Saudi Nationals and Legal Foreigners to apply.

In addition, an Official Announcement by the Country's Directorate General of Traffic, Mohammed Al-Bassami, was made last
November outlining the New Steps that Women need to take to obtain Licenses before the Decree comes into Force.

As the June Deadline approaches, Women in Saudi Arabia continue to experience Greater Social and Economic Freedoms (as well as
Improved Rights) set in motion by a Wave of Reforms being spearheaded by Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman.

Source : AboutHer.com
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